No other training formula has gained such wide-
spread acceptance as Formula Ford. For compara-
tively little money one can buy access to a class that
will teach all the road racing basics; the class is popular
in most of Europe, Canada and the United States. With
FF entering its tenth year of existence, FORMULA
thought it time to supply a brief overview of the con-
structors who have brought you Ford racing in America.

The first FF built by Mike Warner of Lotus and the
MRS School had one of the then-ubiquitous 1500cc
English Ford engines. Parts were readily available and
the class caught on immediately. The first race in
England was held on July 2, 1967 and a letter campaign
sparked by people like Fred Stevenson got the SCCA to
recognize Formula Ford officially on December 1,1968.

And now, mid-1977, Fords are the staple of SCCA's
National racing program.

What happened in those between-years was the
growth (and collapse) of the many manufacturcrz;the =
success (and failure) of hundreds of drivers, and a lot
of raging controversies. Bent engines, wheels, tires and
money have always been a problem.

In 1968, a complete Lotus 51 could be had for under
three thousand dollars. Now any Ford costs near ten,
except the $17,500 ADF!

Through it all the class prospered. What follows is
a rough specification chart on all the production Fords
sold in the U.S. It is not intended as the complete
reference work on how many tubes in chassis X or
alignment specifications for Z. Many records have
been destroyed in a myriad of dealer shuffles: apologies
to all for any resulting inaccuracies.

FORMULA FORD COMPARISON
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The new Crossle 32F seems to be even
faster than last year’s National
Championship model (top right);
Zinks and Lolas are currently the
most numerous Fords in

America. (above);

Dick Scott debuted the new Royale
in Florida this winter.

oloyd ssapjolN ana81s
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CHART .........

Avante — Avante, Inc. in North Holly-
wood, CA announced plans to build a tube-
frame FF in September 1972. No other
information though on its development.

Corsa — The Paronelli brothers’ (of
L.A.) interesting and ill-fated FF project
of 1974-5. Built by Hank with an 88" WB,
54/56" Front/Rear Track and with fea-
tures like double-adjustable Konis, Rick
debuted the car at Riverside in February
1975 but did not start.

Phantom — An incredible project
headed by Dick Ferguson at the RV
assembly facilities of “Power Performance

JULY 1977

The TF-3 was an advanced
concept in 1974 featuring rising rate
suspension everywhere, but the proto-
type never finished a race. Production
was planned and jigs were built, but to
date there is only one completed car.

Products”’.

R.A.C.E. — Very little information
exists on this chassis. The product of Royal
American Competition Enterprises in
Chicago, IL, a press announcement in
November 1970 told of three RACE Mkl’s
built for FF.

Ringwraith — Harvey Templeton, the
wizard of Formula Vee, is developing a
car for Formula Ford. With features

The ADF': the most expensive Formula Ford in the world...and one of the fastes

ONE-OELE FORMULA EORDS

some will chuckle at (hydraulically con-
trolled camber adjustment, door-spring
suspension, tube-bodywork and a 60"-
plus track) it is a certainty that Harvey,
as with Vees, will have the last laugh. . .

Supernova — The small Supernova
concern in Sussex, England built a one-
off FF in 1975. Designed by lan Williams
and ex-BRM mechanic Stan Collier, the
car was imported by Fred Opert Racing
and prepared by Jack Clark’s C & S
Racing for Peter Moodie. The car was
written off by another driver late in
‘75; while rumours circulated regarding
Supernova building more Fords for
America in 1976, the company folded
before they reached fruition.
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